
1 
                                                       

July 2026                                                                                                         Issue 384  
                                                                        
                                               
                                        Nelson Embroiderers' Guild 
 
 
 
Email: nelson.embroiderers@gmail.com                            Web:www.nelsonembroiderersguild.co.nz                                             

President’s Preamble 
Hi everyone – here we are in July and a week or so past the shortest day – but there’s an old saying 
‘as the days grow longer, the cold grows stronger’ – so stay cosied up.  However, among the overcast 
and cold days it is heartening to see a few early jonquils waving in the breeze, daphne perfuming the 
air, violets poking their tiny faces through, and wattle in flower, so nature is definitely brave...!  

Our June ‘Double D’ night was great – thank you so much to those who contributed to the challenge 
‘A Winters Day’ although inspiration might be easier to find now that the tentacles of a winter’s day 
are nipping at your fingers and toes!  Thank you too for your Food Bank contributions.  They were 
delighted with them, and Karen was enthusiastically thanked when she handed over our very full 
boxes.  They insisted on taking her photo for their Facebook page – with ‘Nelson Embroiderers’ Guild’ 
boldly showing on the boxes. (And wasn’t the dessert supper a deliciously sweet way to end the 
meeting?)  

Thank you too for your contributions to the magnificent display in the Richmond Library last month.  
It looked beautiful and I am sure your chest expanded with pride as you visited and viewed.  The 
talent resident within our Guild is immense and when we see some of it gathered in such displays it 
is astounding to see the variety of work we undertake. Nothing boring about the stitching choices 
made by our Guild Members...! 

Kaikoura ‘Stitching by the Sea’ weekend was again a great time away.  A gloriously sunny day on 
Saturday, but not on Sunday!  However, we didn’t let it deter us as we wandered around the shops, 
enjoyed Poppy’s wonderful food, got work completed and caught up on friends. 

We have arranged a Guest Speaker for our July (8th) meeting. Karen will be introducing Colleen 
Plank, who will entertain us with a slide show, so prepare for a treat.  

In closing though, June has been a tougher kind of month for me as I attended two separate family 
funerals.  A stark reminder that loved ones aren’t with us forever and I found it somewhat sad to 
hear wonderful things said of them, belatedly, at those funerals.  I decided that (and I am sure you 
would agree) there are times we all need to be a bit more vocal in expressing our affection for the 
wonderful people in our life – while we have the opportunity to do so.   

Take care, stay warm and see you soon – hugs Rosemary 

 

Guild Contact Details 

President: Rosemary Riddell 
021 247 8860 
rosejriddell@gmail.com 

Secretary: Karen Richards 
021 209 3952 
karen.brendon67@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Christine Weldon 
022 649 8582 
lacenflosslady@outlook.com 

Librarian: Sheena Christensen 
021 237 5270 
sheenachristensen@hotmail.com 

Minutes Secretary: Heather Miller 
027 418 8402 
russellandheather7@gmail.com 

Newsletters: Sandra Nicholls 
027 395 1552 
negnewsletters@gmail.com 

Workshops Co-Ordinator: Jo McLean 
021 270 4577 
jom6224@gmail.com 

Catering: Susan Holland 
021 227 9371 
hollandutch47@gmail.com 
 

 

Guild Bank account 03 0703 0462017 00     please add your name and reason for payment to any monies deposited 
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What’s Coming Up 

July 
1st Wed 7pm Committee Meeting, Ardilla Ave 

4th  Sat  10.30 - 4 pm  Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

8th  Wed  7.30pm  Monthly Guild Meeting Warnes Stadium, Songer Street, Stoke  
Hostesses: Joanne Mulvena, Jackie Bethwaite 

11th  Sat  9.30 -12.30  Extensions Group: Enquiries Cheryl Curtis 027 447 0700 

14th  Tues  10.30 - 12.30  Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

18th  Sat  10.30 - 4 pm  Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

28th Tues  10.30 - 12.30  Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

August 
1st Sat 9.30 - 4 pm  Friendship Day Olive Estate 

5th Wed 7pm Committee meeting 

8th Sat  9.30 -12.30  Extensions Group: Enquiries Cheryl Curtis 027 447 0700 

11th Tues  10.30 - 12.30  Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

12th Wed  7.30pm  Monthly Guild Meeting Warnes Stadium, Songer Street, Stoke  
Hostesses:Pauline Stott, Susan Holland. 

15th Sat 10.30 - 4 pm  Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

25th Tues  10.30 - 12.30  Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

29th Sat 9.30 - 3.30    Hardanger Tassel Workshop - Olive Estate  

 
September 

2nd Wed 7pm Committee Meeting  

5th Sat 10.30 - 4 pm  Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

8th Tues  10.30 - 12.30  Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

9th Wed  7.30pm  Monthly Guild Meeting Warnes Stadium, Songer Street, Stoke  
Hostesses: Kaye Fitchett, Marion Burton 

12th Sat  9.30 -12.30  Extensions Group: Enquiries Cheryl Curtis 027 447 0700 

19th Sat 10.30 - 4 pm  Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

22nd Tues 10.30 - 12.30  Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 
 
 
 

Last day for content for  
August Newsletter 

 

                  Wednesday 23 July 
 
 

negnewsletters@gmail.com 
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From the Show and Tell Table 
 

 
Good advice Pauline. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Paula’s football friend. 
 

 

    
  
   
 



From the Events Co-Ordinator 
 
Richmond Library Display  
This has now been dismantled and pieces will be returned to those who part-took in the display.  Again, I wish to thank 
those who trusted us with their pieces for this display.  It was greatly admired by members of the public.  

      

 
 
 
 
 
 
Hardanger Tassel Workshop 
We have 19 members enrolled to do this class on 29 August at Olive Estate.  Thank you for registering.  I have also 
received 2 samples from ANZEG as part of the Module.  I will have these at the July Guild Meeting.   
This workshop is being sponsored by the funds received from the sale of Jean van Ginkel’s stash.  The fabric will be 
supplied, which will be 28 count Cashel or equivalent. 
If you would like to join this class, the registration form will be available at the July guild meeting. 
Further requirements will be advised in the August newsletter. 
 

Until next month  Jo 

Don’t be afraid to start a little 2 day Sewing Project,  
Those 4 weeks will be the best 8 months of your life. 
 
 
 

                   A Recommended Read 
 
Threads of Life is a very insightful look at the power of stitch.  
The variety and types of occasions where stitches are used, is remarkable. 
I highly recommend this as a great read. Karen 
 
 
 

 
 



Christmas Tree Festival Decorations 2026.                                                                            

The Coordinating Group has chosen Hardanger embroidery with a white and silver       

theme. Our aim is to showcase our skills, keep NEG visible in the community, and 

create a beautiful tree.                                                                                                                                                     

White Lugana fabric, Perle 8 and 12 threads, and patterns are available. You are                

welcome to use your own patterns on our fabric, provided each design fits within a 6 

inch x 6 inch (15 cm x 15 cm) square to keep the decorations a consistent size. 

Decorations should be flat, not three-dimensional. We will stiffen them with starch or 

diluted PVA. Hangers will be provided, and options are still being researched. 

There will be photo copy patterns at the July Guild meeting and hopefully some 

finished examples. 

Hint: Tacking 4 x 4 threads can be tedious. Julie Clements uses a Frixion pen for 

Danish pulled thread work, so I tried it too. It is still time-consuming, but I found it 

faster. A hairdryer or iron removes all marks. Kaye. 

Cheers, 

Kaye, Marion and Jackie.                                                                                                        

 
 
Presidents Challenge - A Winters Day 
 
Our prize winners were Kathy who won the Chart or Kit section, and Jane who won the Own Design section. Well done 
ladies.  
 

 

      
Members' work showed several interpretations of the theme. 

     
 
 

 



 
 

                     TOP OF THE SOUTH LACE &  
EMBROIDERY WEEKEND  

From 3.30pm Friday 11th September, until 1.30pm on 13th September 2026 Lake Rotoiti 
Outdoor Education Lodge, St Arnaud, Nelson Lakes  

 
This magical weekend at Lake Rotoiti is an opportunity to catch up with old friends and make  new ones, 
share ideas and patterns, and perhaps even get some lace or embroidery done!  

Please bring something to share at ‘Show and Tell’ on Saturday evening, as always there will  be raffles and 
sales table, etc.  

You will need to bring your own towel, bedding and pillow, perhaps a hotty, though there is  heating 
throughout the lodge.  

Please bring your evening meal for Friday, and byo wine for happy hour on Saturday. If you could 
bring some baking, it would be appreciated.  

Be prepared for a variety of outdoor   
temperatures – it could be snowing, or   
else brilliantly hot and sunny, possibly   

both during the course of the weekend.  

You might choose to enjoy some of the   
many short or long walks around the lake,   
so bring suitable footwear, also snacks, if   

required. 

Join us on Facebook Top of the South Lace & Embroidery Weekend | Facebook 

            
 



TOP OF THE SOUTH LACE & 
EMBROIDERY WEEKEND 

From 3.30pm Friday 11th September, until 1.30pm on 13th September 2026 
Lake Rotoiti Outdoor Education Lodge, St Arnaud, Nelson Lakes 

 
Registration form: 
Name:  

Address: 
 

 

Telephone:  

Email:  

Emergency Contact 
person and number: 

 

Special Dietary 
Needs: 

 

 

 
Weekend Fee:​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Early Bird (by 7 August)​ Late (by 1 September) 

2 Nights (accommodation, all meals, excluding Friday evening meal)​ $210.00​ ​ $220.00 
1 Day only (including morning and afternoon teas, and lunch)​ ​ $ 40.00 
 

Payment required with registration​ AMOUNT PAID:​ ​ Date Paid: 
 

Please pay by Internet Banking to: Marlborough Lace Makers 
ANZ Account number 010 598 0004785 00   With your name and Rotoiti as reference. 
 

Please Email the form or contents of the form to Winnie Hood: winnie.hood@hotmail.com 
 
Any enquiries to Winnie phone 027 337 6931 
 
Or: 

Barbara McNabb                                               Judy Brownlie 
Ph 021 257 8445                                               Ph 021 216 9544 
Email b.mcnabb@xtra.co.nz                                Email judykbrownlie@gmail.com 
 
Join us on Facebook Top of the South Lace & Embroidery Weekend | Facebook 
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