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Presidents Preamble 
Hi everyone – what a lovely October we had - with our Stitch’nChats plus an extra weekend of 
stitching out at Marahau.  What a glorious place it is. Once again, we enjoyed the stunning views 
when looking up from our work. Cloud cover did come and go however, creating a very moody 
picture across the water, but in general the weather was kind to us.  The renovations have been 
completed with some great improvements – new mattresses in particular!  We were relieved to be 
there as the big July storm that went through closed that road for a while and we wondered how 
contractors would keep up with progress if they didn’t have access.  However, it seems they worked 
wonders and although the road is a bit difficult, we got there and loved every minute!   
October also gave us a lovely ‘trip’ to Wellington via Karen Richards sharing her experiences when 
receiving her Kings Service Medal.  It was so interesting to hear how the ceremony is conducted.  
Karen made the event come alive to us, explaining the myriad of details that keep a show of that 
magnitude ‘on the road’ and even though Murphy decided to intervene with the photos, we got the 
gist!   

So what’s coming up in November – we will again be in the Richmond Library with an early Christmas 
display.  We will also be present in the Cathedral with a Christmas tree toward the end of November.  
This display lasts into January so plenty of time to check out our Guild tree, the Children’s 
embroidery tree and all the other trees from all sorts of organisations. Viewing those two displays 
will start to get you in the mood for Christmas! 

AND alongside that we have our Christmas Decoration Day at Olive Estate (15th Nov) where we 
entertain our Marlborough Guild friends and any visitors you wish to bring along.  Please also bring a 
wee ‘spot prize’ (or two) so that everyone goes home with something in their pocket.   

The November meeting (12/11) will be a Stitch-a-thon, so do bring your stitching and between 
conversations you might get some progress made.  Maybe challenge yourself to rummage through 
your WIP pile (Works in Progress) and find something you put aside a long time ago. Yes, your heart 
might go ‘ugh’ at the thought, but that piece drew you in at some point, so maybe it deserves your 
attention – about now!  How about sweetening the experience by wearing your 
favourite/poshest/most colourful shoes to the meeting?  Then if you need a distraction on the night, 
you can discuss them with the person next to you! 

Meantime enjoy your month - Rosemary 

Guild Contact Details   
President: Rosemary Riddell 
021 247 8860 
 
rosejriddell@gmail.com 

Secretary: Karen Richards 
021 209 3952 
karen.brendon67@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Christine Weldon 
022 649 8582 
lacenflosslady@outlook.com 

Librarian: Sheena Christensen 
021 237 5270 
sheenachristensen@hotmail.com 

Minutes Secretary: Heather Miller 
0274188402 
russellandheather7@gmail.com 

Newsletters: Sandra Nicholls 
027 395 1552 
negnewsletters@gmail.com 

Workshops Co-Ordinator: Jo McLean 
021 270 4577 
jom6224@gmail.com 

Catering: Susan Holland 
021 227 9371 
hollandutch47@gmail.com 
 

 

Guild Bank account 03 0703 0462017 00     please add your name and reason for payment to any monies deposited 

mailto:nelson.embroiderers@gmail.com
mailto:jom6224@gmail.com
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What’s Coming Up 
November 

1st Sat 10.30 - 4pm Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

3rd Monday 7.00pm Committee Meeting Ardilea Ave 

8th Sat  Extensions Group:  Enquiries Cheryl Curtis 027 447 0700 

11th Tues 10.30 - 12.30pm Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

12th Wed 7.30pm Monthly Guild Meeting Warnes Stadium, Songer Street, Stoke 
Hostesses: Sandra Neill 

15th Sat 9.30 - 3.30pm  Christmas Decoration Day: Olive Estate  NB no stitching at Broadgreen 

25th Tues 10.30 - 12.30 pm Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

 
December 

6th Sat 10.30 - 4 pm Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

6th Sat 9.30 - 3.30pm Marlborough Christmas Party, Brayshaw Park, Blenheim. More details coming 

9th Tues 10.30 - 12.30pm Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

10th Wed. 7.30pm Monthly Guild Meeting Warnes Stadium, Songer Street, Stoke 
Hostesses:  The Committee 

11th Tues 10.30 - 12.30 Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

13th Sat. 9.30 Extensions Group:  Enquiries Cheryl Curtis 027 447 0700 

 
January 2026 

10th Sat 10.30 - 4pm Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

13th Tues 10.30 - 12.30 Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

17th Sat 10.30 - 4pm Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

20th Tues 10.30 - 12.30 Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

24th Sat 10.30 - 4pm Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

27th Tues 10.30 - 12.30 Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

31st Sat 10.30 - 4pm Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road 

 
 
 

Last day for content for  
December Newsletter 

 
 

Thursday 20th November 
                  negnewsletters@gmail.com 
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From the Events Co-Ordinator 
November Christmas Guild Display at Richmond Library 
As Rosemary has previously mentioned we have the Library Cabinets booked for our display in November.  We will be 
installing pieces in the library on Sunday 2nd November (yes, Sunday) at 2pm.  (The Richmond Library is open from 1pm 
– 4pm on Sunday’s). 
 
By the time this newsletter goes out we will be ready to install our display, so please let me or Rosemary if you have 
missed the drop off days as we may be able to still be able to collect them and add them to the display.   
  
That’s all from me this month so see you at Olive Estate.  Jo 

 
Christmas Decoration Day - November 15, 9.30am - 3.30pm. Olive Estate  
Exciting news : your Guild is going to pay the door charge for this day. 
Please bring along your stitching supplies,needles, scissors, magnifier etc. 
Kits will come with fabric, threads and supplies to finish off your decoration. Kits will be $5.00 each. It would be 
helpful if you could bring the correct money. (It’s a sign of the times - who has cash these days?) 
We will be catering for our guests at this event so please bring a generous plate. There will be a clipboard at 
our guild meeting for you to indicate if you are providing sweet, savoury, or both. 
We are going to be doing spot prizes, as we have for the past couple of years, so please bring along a 

wrapped gift (suggested value of up to $10.00) 
for the lucky dip.  
 
Directions to Olive Estate – turn off Wensley 
Road into Langdale Drive. Look for Paragon 
Eatery on the corner of Lakehouse Crescent;  
turn into Lakehouse Crescent  and our 
entrance is at the southern end of the building.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WAW Weekend 2025  

This wonderful event starting on Friday evening,saw me dropping off scissors, picking up my goodie bag and heading to 
Julie Clemett's stand to pick my projects for the weekend. As ever, it was lovely to catch up with folk I hadn't seen for a 
while.  

Saturday morning started with tracing our designs, placing them onto felt and ironing them onto Fabric. An overhead 
projector gave us a great introduction to what we did next. Then onto stitching, metal thread work is a new technique to me 
and I have really enjoyed learning this.  

During the day, short sessions watching the next steps we were to take followed with help from Julie made the day fly by. 
The morning and afternoon teas were a great feast. We are all amazing cooks!  

The stands of embroidery were a wonderful display of different techniques and the young person's table showed 
amazing talent. The merchant's tables had me very tempted, so many wonderful bits and pieces! Yes, I did buy!  

Sunday saw more progress on my part, my ornament starting to take shape. After lunch the speeches and prize giving 
and the raffles were drawn. To my utter delight I won the Merchant's raffle basket. My grateful thanks to the Merchants for 
their very generous donations.  
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And just like that, the weekend was over. My thanks to the NEG committee for my application to the Elizabeth 
McKee-Benbow fund being approved. Many thanks to the WAW committee and helpers for a truly amazing and wonderfully 
organized weekend and to everyone who brought wonderful morning and afternoon teas.  

Sandra Neill.  

 
Christmas Tree Festival. 
﻿I have volunteered to organise the Guild tree this year. 
As suggested at the September meeting we could use decorations from past years. So the 
theme will be:     “Christmases Past” 
The Guild has been involved with this festival from nearly the beginning so between all 
members of the guild we should be able to get enough decorations to adorn our tree. Think 
red frames, gingerbread men and snowmen, 
Toys, hearts, Kiwiana. Actually anything that show off our embroidery skills. 
I will have a box at the November meeting for you to put decorations in. If your pieces are 
not named perhaps take a photo so you can identify and have them returned safely. 
Trees are to be put up on the 25th or 26th of November and removed after the 18th of 
January 2026. 

Thank you  
Kaye Fitchett. 
 
 
From the Show and Tell Table 
 

 
Christine devised an interesting 
way to use a blackwork sampler. 
 
 

 
From a class with Heather 
Hamm. 

 
 
KawaKawa leaf - from Sue 
Swann’s WAW class.  

 
Want to see the rest of the Show and Tell photos? Head on over to our facebook page 

Embroidery Nelson 
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As you will have noted in your Threads magazine, the classes arranged for Conference have been 
advised.  There is a wide range of choice, and some are absolutely delicious, so do take a lovely 
slow trawl through and be tempted! There is sure to be something that grabs you!  Each project 
photographed in your Threads magazine can also be viewed online – and it is there you will see 
greater detail.  

The theme this time is ‘Threads of Connection’.  The Committee have some ideas as to what we can 
all stitch for our 1 m x 1 m display, but if you have an idea that could portray this – do let us know!  
Otherwise, we hope to have a few examples of our idea stitched and available to view at the 
December meeting.  

And wouldn’t it be fabulous to have a big continent of Nelson Members travel to Palmerston North to 
be part of this memorable week?  Do consider it.    Registrations open online on 
www.embroiderynz.co.nz/conferenceworkshops on Wednesday November 12th  at  7 a.m., so do mark 
his important date in your diary! 

 

 

It’s that time of year again….!  We will be ordering next year’s ANZEG calendars and diaries 
in bulk to save you postage, as the Guild will pick this up.  However, we will only order the number 
that have been pre-paid – so if you want to be part of this order, please deposit your $12 (calendar) 
and/or $6 diary into the Guild account (03 0703 0462017 00) with your name and ‘calendar’ or ‘diary’ 
– or ‘calendar/diary’.  We will send our order away the day after the Guild meeting on 12th November. 

 

http://www.embroiderynz.co.nz/conferenceworkshops
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Meantime, we have let ANZEG know that an order is coming through from Nelson Guild, in the hope 
they hold stock for us.  

Annual Subscriptions  
Your annual subscription is now due. I will be emailing renewal forms at the same time as 
this newsletter. Ideally, it would be attached to the newsletter, but we don’t live in an ideal 
world, and this is the best I can do. 
 
 
And finally from me 
A quote from the latest newsletter from our ANZEG president really resonated with me 
“Let’s get together to celebrate our stitching efforts, no matter what skill level the embroiderer is 
at. By sharing and helping one another, we can all grow our skills and share our passion. Let’s 
showcase our art to the public and enjoy the fellowship embroidery created by stitching together 
and sharing our art. Embroidery has the power to unite and create joy for the stitcher and 
Recipient.” 
 
Have a super happy November –Sandra 
 
 
 

 




