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Presidents Preamble

Hi everyone - here we are in the final month of the year — with the dust beginning to settle from a
2025 that has passed with incredible speed! But we have fitted in a lot since our summer day out at
Paretai, to our mid-winter journey to Rai Valley, and our end of the year Christmas decoration
celebration a couple of weeks back. All memorable days, but the pinnacle has to be our What a
Weekend spectacular....! Great classes, fantastic Merchants stalls and opportunities to catch up on
friends in an atmosphere of laughter, fun and creativity. It was very special. Hopefully the projects
started there are almost complete?

December draws the year to a close with our final meeting on the 10, with a Christmas celebration
and supper. (The Committee will provide supper and heads are already into the recipe books!) We
plan on having a shortish meeting, with our usual Show’'nTell, then we will enjoy a special
entertainment treat we have organised for your enjoyment. Suffice to say, you will want to be there
to enjoy our final Christmas fling! Come festively dressed so that we all brighten up that quite plain
room - with amazing bling, sparkles, glitter and glam..!

The first New Year meeting is February 11% - quite a way off yet, so when you attend the December
meeting, do borrow a stack of library books for your summer browsing. We have some terrific
books in there. However you might notice the Library is getting excessively full, so we do need to
either stop buying books (very hard to do!) or consider a cull at some point. No, we won't do
anything rash and will talk it over with you before making any sudden moves!

Meantime whilst December always seems to be a month of present buying, bed making for friends
coming, garden tidying, meal preparation for extras, sunscreen, and making sure the house looks
amazingly festive - it is also an opportunity for contemplation, rest and relaxation with friends,
strengthening family ties, and seeking solace in the quiet of a Church sanctuary. Afterall the
Christmas season is mainly a religious celebration — but sadly, lost among the tinsel and the red
suits! Can I suggest we all take a moment to remember that momentous event when Heaven met
earth and Divinity became humanity all those centuries ago. There is far more waiting to be
understood as we still our spirit and listen.

Have a wonderful December and if you can’t make the meeting, do have a precious Christmas
season. We hope to see you again in the New Year - sun kissed and happy. Regards, Rosemary
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What’s Coming Up

December

6th Sat 10.30 -4 pm Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road

6th Sat 9.30 - 3.30pm Marlborough Christmas Party, Brayshaw Park, Blenheim.

9th Tues 10.30 - 12.30pm Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road

10th Wed. 7.30pm Monthly Guild Meeting Warnes Stadium, Songer Street, Stoke

Hostesses: The Committee

13th Sat. 9.30 Extensions Group: Enquiries Cheryl Curtis 027 447 0700
January 2026

10th Sat 10.30 - 4pm Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road

13th Tues 10.30 - 12.30 Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road

17th Sat 10.30 - 4pm Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road

20th Tues 10.30 - 12.30 Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road

24th Sat 10.30 - 4pm Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road

27th Tues 10.30 - 12.30 Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road
February 2026

7th Sat 10.30 - 4pm Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road

10th Tues 10.30 - 12.30 Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road

11th Wed 7.30pm Monthly Guild Meeting Warnes Stadium, Songer Street, Stoke

14th Sat 10.30 - 4pm Extensions Group: Enquiries Cheryl Curtis 027 447 0700

21th Sat 9.30 - 3.30 Paratai Day, more information to come. No stitch and chat at Broadgreen

24th Tue 10.30 - 12.30 Stitch’n Chat: Broadgreen House, Nayland Road

Last day for content for
February Newsletter

Wednesday 23 January

negnewsletters@gmail.com

Marlborough Guild Christmas Party Saturday 6th December

Coming up on Saturday (6™) the Marlborough Guild are having their end of year Christmas party in
Blenheim and we are invited. It will be at Brayshaw Park, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. There are several cars
going over with space still available should you wish to make a last minute decision to attend. Please
contact Karen Richards urgently though : karen.brendon67@gmail.com or phone her on 021 209 3952.
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January Stitching dates: As you are probably aware we have no Guild monthly meeting in
January, but have traditionally substituted it with extra Stitching days at Broadgreen. So the days
we have booked for your enjoyment are as follows:

Tuesdays 10:30 - 12:30 : January 13%™, 20%", 27"
Saturdays 10:30 - 4 p.m. : January 10%", 17", 24", (initially we also booked January 31 - but
please note, this has now been cancelled.)

If you have not been a regular attender, this is an opportunity for you to drop by and check it out.
We meet in the Le Cren room (to the left of the Broadgreen office door) $3 per half day.

Show and Tell

Cross stitch handkerchief i

) ) Heather has been busy
keep embroidered with

variegated thread creating greeting cards. Cheryl has used two different
techniques.
Needle lace kawakawa leaf. The fern leaves and koru are
Made at a Sue Swann class from a Shirley Pygott kit.
WAW 2025 Kokopelli - The Rock Band is a

Sue Swann design,

Peggy’s selection of knitted
flowers.

Angela has made a lovely
fabric box, and used surface
stitchery on the purse mirror.

This book, full of all sorts of
notes, belonged to Peggy’s
grandmother. The needles

also belonged to her A lovely small crewel bag. The
grandmother . Peggy used Christmas decoration was

one of the patterns for the made at Julie Clemett's WAW
baby booties. weekend class.

Ruth’s work from Christine
Richard’s What a Weekend
class. Part 1, Teacup.

Monica will
be ready for Christmas with
this delightful panel.
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Check out our Facebook Page - embroidery nelson | have put all the images here this month, but | won’t always be able
to do that so it is a good idea to keep an eye on our fb page.

From The Events Co-Ordinator
Christmas Decoration Day

Again, another great day at Olive Estate, we enjoyed being joined by 15 of our friends from Marlborough.

We had 3 kits available for purchase and | would like to thank Heather and Jackie for the time they put into making these
for you. We have a few kits left and | will bring them to the December meeting for those of you who wish to purchase one
or for those who would like to purchase another one! | am sure there will be a great display on the Show and Tell table.

Library Display

| wish to thank all those who contributed to our display in the Richmond Library. We have had some wonderful feedback
once again. Keep those needles working as we have the display cabinet booked for June 2026.

2026

With the year nearly at a close | would welcome any of your suggestions of ideas for 2026. Maybe guest speakers or
projects you would like to see. | do have some projects underway and ideas in mind, but | am open to any ideas you may
have.. Whilst | may not be able to accommodate all of them, | will certainly hold them for the future. Our project for
Paretai in February is sorted and will be revealed on the day.

See you on 10th December at our final night of the year.

Regards Jo

President’s June Challenge - Rosemary Riddell

Yes, I know June 2026 feels like a long way off but I am sure it will arrive quicker than you can
believe! And as has been traditional, we have a Challenge to be judged at the June Guild meeting.
It comprises 2 sections: Voters Choice for the best creation stitched from a kit or pattern, and
Voters Choice for the best original design. The only ‘rule’ is that the work must have been completed
in the current year.

So, the challenge for 2026 will be ‘A Winters Day’. This can take you into cosy and warm places with
fires, hot mugs, warm hats, good books, or in the other direction - cold, frost, snow, leaf skeletons,
dark starry evenings. Let your imagination take you on a journey as you mull over this challenge
and its possibilities. You have just over 6 months ahead of you to produce something incredible!
Ready...set.....!!

Christmas Tree Festival.
There is still a need for volunteers as welcomers at the Christmas tree Festival.
Time slots are: 10.00 to 12.00
12.00 to 2.00,
2.00t0 4.00
4.00 t0 6.00
If you can spare 2 hours please email Sandi Spink or Kaye Fitchett with a time that suits. It's quite nice to pair up with
another guild member.

sspink@orcon.net.nz or
fitchett.family@xtra.co.nz
or ring or text 0275481824



Conference 2026 - Threads of Connection.

I am sure you have browsed through your latest Threads magazine and devoured all the upcoming
Conference information. You may have noted that each Guild is invited to exhibit a self-contained
body of work (1m x 1 m) showcasing Members work completed over the past 2 years. Previously we
have stitched luggage tags, clocks and eyeglasses which looked amazing on the day! The theme for
this Conference is ‘Threads of Connection’, so we have been thinking! One idea was presented at the
last meeting, but if your creative juices have been in overdrive on this one, the Committee is all
ears! We would love as many members as possible to stitch a wee something (once we have decided
what it is!) so that as many of us as possible can be represented on that board. Something small is
best so that you aren’t left wondering what to do with ‘this’ after Conference! All and any ideas to
Rosemary (021 247 8860) or Jo (021 270 4577). Thank you.

Annette has forwarded this information - the pieces are stunning - worth a look.

A site full of exceptional and creative embroidery:

The 25th Hand&Lock Prize winners have been announced. | would not like to be a judge, as all the
pieces on this site are absolutely stunning.
https://handembroidery.com/pages/prize-winners-2025?mc_cid=99fbbe248a&mc _eid=3c4a8
14016

Do you recognise this bookmark? | found it in my “committee bag” and have
no idea who gave it to me, how long it has been there, or why it was given to
me. The bookmark was in the green bag. If you can solve this mystery, please
accept my apologies for my poor memory and contact me, so | can return it to
its rightful owner.

sandra.nicholls@gmail.com is the easiest way to contact me.

A final note from your editor.

For me 2025 has been a year of learning, new friendships, renewing old friendships, lots of travel adventures and plenty
of laughs along the way. It seems far too early to be wishing you all a very happy Christmas, and a happy New Year. | do
hope everyone has a joyous festive season and that 2026 is kind to you and your loved ones. Ka kite ano. Sandra
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