
 

  NELSON EMBROIDERERS’ GUILD 
 
 
 

May 2020  Issue 317 
 

Contents 

 
Guild Contact Details: 
 
President: Christine Weldon 
Ph: 03 5451714  
 
Secretary: Karen Wiechern 
Ph: 02102745283 
 
Treasurer: Chris McGuigan  
0275402367 
Email: the4macs@xtra.co.nz 
 
Guild Email: 
nelson.embroiderers@gmail.com 

 
Website 
www.nelsonembroiderersguild.co.nz 
 

Address: 
Nelson Embroiderers’ Guild 
PO BOX 16 
Nelson 7040 

 Greeting Ladies 

I do hope this newsletter finds you are all coping and keeping safe and well in 
your bubbles at home. 

I am sure for some it has not been a great change of routine, but for some it 
has, well for me I love my home, and what could be better than working from 
home! One can work in their pj's, don't have to put their face on and save 
petrol, what a bonus, but alas when Level 2 arrives, everything starts again. 

Guild meetings are still in recession, but keep reading your newsletters for 
any new information, or an email will be sent stating when we will be 
resuming. With this in mind Rai Valley has been cancelled, as this away day is 
held in the Rai Valley Library, which is not only used by the School but 
by the Community as well.  

WAW (What a Weekend), will also be cancelled as complications with 
travelling tutors and pupils around New Zealand, School Terms maybe being 
pushed out, and the WAW Committee were unable to  print the booklet 
ready for distribution in May 2020. 

Enough of the negativity and onwards with the positivity: Guild Displays may 
still go ahead as per our Regional Representative Lynette Crowther,  so 
please DO NOT stop stitching your pieces for the Guild Display, and when 
done, you can send them to me at - Christine Weldon,  P O Box 1617, Nelson, 
7040. 

Children's Embroidery have been really active in this Level 4 lockdown, I 
spoke to Heather Brooker and she enlightened me with such delight, and 
surprise that 10 Children and 6 Tutors are Zooming on Wednesday's 
(teaching online with the Children), well done to all those involved.  Also each 
teacher has two children and are Skyping to help the children with their 
various projects. They are making Key Rings in counted work, such as Canvas, 
Cross Stitch for Fathers Day as well as Scissor Fobs, this is so amazing I am 
really pleased, keep up the good work all you ladies.  Thank you. 

Thank you Heather Miller for distributing the Threads magazine to who you 
could in Richmond. I have picked up the spare copies and have started the 
Nelson neighbourhoods.  I will post the Brightwater, Wakefield, Moutere, 
Mapua and Motueka ones shortly. 

Well ladies hopefully not long now till we meet again, maybe not at a Guild 
Meeting but it maybe at Broadgreen  StitchnChat in Level 2. Watch this 
space! 
 
There is one thing for sure when we do have a meeting again, our Show n Tell 
may take all night!!! 
 
Keep well, stay strong and stitch away. 
 
Best regards         Christine W     NEG President 
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Diary Date events are not taking place in May. We will let you know when this changes and we are able 
to resume meeting once again. Stay safe and well and do something that pleases you each day. 
 
 
 

The 10c Club   

 
Keep your 10 cent pieces, and bring them along to support the Royal New 
 Zealand Foundation for the Blind, when Stitch and Chat resumes. 
 

 

Library 

  
I hope this finds everyone well and happily stitching away.  I hope that the books you have out with you have 
been well read and have given you lots of inspiration and new projects.  As if we need them….! 
Please keep your book / magazine safe until we meet again as I am not sure when that could be. 
I have certainly missed the social contact of Guild members and look forward to seeing you all when all is 
clear to do so. 
Sandra. 
 
 

Notices 

Workshops  

 
 
The next part of the Colbert Monthly Project is attached, as a separate email.  Thank you to Catherine A (and 
friends) for getting this out.  It has been an interesting journey to get it to you. 
 
As soon as venues are open and we are able to meet again, a number of activities and workshops can get 
underway. 
 
Once Broadgreen reopens, we will have Saturday sessions for Dorset buttons, small embroidered buttons with 
Christine, the little beaded fobs (I have a number of packs of small beads available) and we have been given 
some felt from the stash of the late Muriel Pratt so I am suggesting we have a “fun with felt” day – a number 
of options are on offer or you could choose to make anything you fancy. 
 
 
Classes 
Paula’s Schwalm class will need to be completed.  I heard that some were happy to have a chance to catch up 
with “homework”. 
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A one day class for Sashiko could take place if there is sufficient interest.  There are many lovely kits to 
choose from at Crafty or Wot.  Most of these will have more stitching and less construction than the bag which 
was offered at the shop before lockdown.  Do check out the website if you have not already done so.  
 
Angela Gittus will offer a Drawn Thread class.  This was requested by ladies in her Mitres, Hems and Edges 
class, and should prove very popular. 
 
Has any-one checked out the website that Annette suggested last month?  
 
I hope that you have been getting more stitching done of late and we will see a very exciting table (or two) of 
Show and Tell.  
 
Peggy        Peggy.B@xtra.co.nz               phone 5424042 
 
 

TAST - Take a Stitch Tuesday - an update from Annette Garcia  

 
A recent stitch, (week 14), in the TAST challenge was Buttonholed Cable Chain. Cable chain differs slightly 
from regular chain stitch as Cable Chain has an extra bar worked between each chain stitch loop.  When you 
buttonhole this stitch it becomes something quite different. 
 
The TAST notes recommended that it be practiced with a large thread, but I found it looks nicer with a finer 
thread. With my first attempt, using perle 3 and perle 5, I alternated the buttonhole embellishment, which 
looked a bit weird. I then wrapped the other side of the chain with a fancy fuzzy thread, which didn’t improve 
matters at all. 
 
However working the cable chain in perle 8 and using perle 12 for the buttonhole stitch was far more 
interesting.  The embellished chain loops look almost organic and may be useful for stitching moss or coral. 
They also make very neat little holders for beads. The little bar between the chain loops space things out 
nicely. 
 
Mary Corbet uses embellished chain stitches quite a lot in her Stitch Sampler Alphabet.  The second photo 
shows a very small example from the book. She has used buttonhole, whipping and running stitches along 
with beads and french knots to turn chain stitch into something quite stunning.  
(Ref:   https://shop.needlenthread.com/product/stitch-sampler-alphabet  ) 

 
 
Here is the TAST link if you would like another look  https://pintangle.com/2020/04/14/tast-week-14-2/  
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WAW 2020 

 
The WAW committee is sad to advise that WAW will not be held this year, due to the uncertainty around 
Covid-19. We expect to be back next year with lots of exciting classes for you. 
 
Josie, Carol and Nicoline  
 
 

Postbag Challenge 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Vision 2020 Virtual Exhibition 

 
Please note the email from Trish Hughes of 2 April re a Virtual Exhibition. The email and entry information is 
being emailed again with this newsletter, as a separate attachment. 
 
Amanda Sherman (web admin) has sent an email -  the website has all forms you need to enter the Virtual 
Exhibition. The Forms, as well as a couple of childrens' projects, can be found on the new News section on the 
website: https://www.embroiderynz.co.nz/news 

Also, you can now 'love' your favourite pieces in the galleries. I hope to put a new gallery up in the next few 
weeks so please do keep checking in. Thanks for your support, Amanda. 

 

Post Conference Classes 

 

Some good news from Lynette Crowther ANZEG Regional Rep. The two post conference classes, Dutch Gables 
and Morello Cherries. will now be held Sept/Oct 2021. She is taking names if members are interested. Please 
contact Lynette to book in. 
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Chris McGuigan - Quilt for Good 

 
Chris got the idea to make this quilt for charity from her daughter. Her daughter and a group of friends, some 
new to quilting, were meeting up over Zoom to make squares towards a quilt for charity. Chris and some of 
her friends are also making quilts in the same pattern. Raffle tickets are now able to be purchased from Chris 
for the pictured quilt she has completed.  
 
To buy a $10.00 ticket, you can pay via internet bank to Quilt for Good account - ANZ 01 0702 0292386 49. 
Put your name in the reference so she knows who has bought tickets. 
If you wish to choose a particular ticket number - email Chris  - the4macs@xtra.co.nz or text 0275402367. 
 
The “Quilt for Good’ project has a bank account and all the money raised from raffle ticket sales will go to 
charity.  The winner of the raffle receives the quilt and also gets to choose, (from a group of charities chosen 
by those who made the squares), which charity the money will go to.  Please note: the charity list has already 
been finalised and the money will be paid to the Nelson Branch of that chosen charity via internet banking. 
 
Please know that ALL the funds will be donated to charity.  The winner of the raffle will get to choose the 
charity and will also win the quilt to keep or donate or gift to whomever they choose.  All the materials used to 
make the quilt have been donated so there is no, and will not be at any point, any deduction from the amount 
raised for any payments or expenses. You are welcome and encouraged to let others know who may be 
interested in the purchase of a ticket or just to donate. 
 
There is, increasingly, more and more donations needed as this country suffers from lost employment.  For 
those of us who are fortunate in having a fridge and pantry full of food - and the means to cook and enjoy it - 
it is hard to imagine what it would be like to not have these luxuries.  I was moved to tears last evening as I 
watched that enormous air force plane loaded with supplies of water, food and emergency supplies - lumber 
down the runway and lift its great carcass into the air to make a 16 hour round-trip flight to Vanuatu.  So 
many people in peril - so many needing help.  This quilt and the next one we make, is one little way we can 
make a bit of difference to our people. 
 
On another positive note - more people have offered to make squares for another quilt.  Each quilt is made up 
of 120 x 5.5inch squares - I am up for making another if anyone else would like to add to the squares pile. 
Each square is easy and quick to make.  Please email me for further details. 
Lastly for now, I hope that I can look at my account and see more donations and raffle tickets bought - and in 
the meantime, thanks for your time and interest in this cause. 
My very best wishes to you,  Chris McGuigan 
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Elizabeth McKee-Benbow Education Grant Report - Melanie Kinloch 

 

Dear Guild Members, 

Last year I was granted an Educational Learning Grant (Elizabeth McKee-Benbow) for WAW (What a 
Weekend), Thank you!  This has been a very trying year for me so my apologies for this being so delayed. 
Finally, I never learned how to properly type so please excuse any errors. 

Some of you know that I found the guild by mistake. My daughter had broken up with her boyfriend, and  we 
were walking around town and stumbled onto the conference at NMIT. My daughter showed some interest 
and I thought anything to distract her from her misery.  

I purchased some supplies and we stitched together for about three days and then she got back together with 
her boyfriend and immediately lost what little interest she had on embroidery. I had, however, found stitching 
quite enjoyable so with lots of encouragement, here I am now nearly two years later and loving every stitch, 
well, some more than others! 

So, in accepting the grant I agreed to write about the class I attended which was Canvas work. I had never 
been to a WAW before and was amazed at the amount of work that goes into such an incredible event!  I had 
never done an embroidery workshop before and although Canvas work was not my top choice, I learned quite 
a lot!  Prior to the workshop I had only done long and short (a Bunny) and some cross stitch so this class 
really helped me learn a whole lot of new stitches and how to do counted work. I really struggled with it at 
first but once I saw the pattern emerge I thoroughly enjoyed it!  That’s not to say I didn’t do my fair share or 
even the lions share of unstitching. The poor tutor gave up on me at one point and finished the row so I could 
keep up with the rest of class (hahahaha).  I was the newest stitcher so I wasn’t bothered by my lack of skill, 
I was there to learn and learn I did.  Canvas work can help you learn a lot about how colour works and 
doesn’t work, and of course a lot of stitches that reappear in other work. No one finished their project over the 
weekend of course but I completed mine about two weeks after and am still enjoying my needle/ scissor 
keeper. 

Now nearly two years on, I just want to say what an amazing group of women you all are!  I have felt very 
welcomed and I truly believe stitching and being a member of the Guild has softened the blow of my only 
child moving away, so thanks very much!!!  Everyone has been so kind and inclusive and a special thanks to 
Jane Couch who when I first started coming to the Saturday and Tuesday stitching would put her work aside 
and help me, and continues to do so! 

I have learned so, so much!  To date I have learned: Long and short Stitching, Cross Stitch, Hardanger, 
Borders and Mitred corners, Canvas, Pulled Thread Work, some Beading, Colbert and most recently Reticcello. 

I can’t imagine not stitching and hope I am able to do it for many years to come. 

I’m tired of lockdown and miss our Tuesdays and Saturdays!  Here’s to Level 2 and being able to see each 
other again! 

Kindest regards, 

Melanie Kinloch 
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Websites of interest 

 

1. Karen Richards recommends this V and A link. 
https://www.vam.ac.uk/articles/embroidery-styles-an-illustrated-guide?fbclid=IwAR1p_GlslBPqeKJfnR
tadiIplD2zqkhOM6AuAxqVT5IydE0QlUZUGPXksKE 

 

2. Karen Wiechern has found these sites 

https://www.crewelwork.com/pages/crewel-embroidery-videos 

https://trishbembroidery.com/blogs/news/needlepainting-tutorial 

3. Jane Couch has received info on a Collective Quilt making project to mark the 100th anniversary of the 

birth of Colin McCahon.  

https://mccahonhouse.org.nz/visit/events/event/nell-anne-quilt-project/ 

The project guidelines are being emailed separately with this newsletter. 

4.  Our ANZEG Website - The Association of New Zealand Embroiderers” Guild 

https://www.embroiderynz.co.nz/about-us 

5. Nelson Embroiderers Guild Website  

http://www.nelsonembroiderersguild.co.nz/ 

Application forms are available from NEG website for the Elizabeth McKee-Benbow Education Grant. 

 

Next Newsletter will be in June 2020  
 
Any items for the June Newsletter to catherinewhitwellmot@gmail.com  by May 29th please. If you have 
something interesting and want to share it with other members let me know and it could possibly go in the 
next newsletter. 

 

 
 
 

7 

https://www.vam.ac.uk/articles/embroidery-styles-an-illustrated-guide?fbclid=IwAR1p_GlslBPqeKJfnRtadiIplD2zqkhOM6AuAxqVT5IydE0QlUZUGPXksKE
https://www.vam.ac.uk/articles/embroidery-styles-an-illustrated-guide?fbclid=IwAR1p_GlslBPqeKJfnRtadiIplD2zqkhOM6AuAxqVT5IydE0QlUZUGPXksKE
https://www.crewelwork.com/pages/crewel-embroidery-videos
https://trishbembroidery.com/blogs/news/needlepainting-tutorial
https://mccahonhouse.org.nz/visit/events/event/nell-anne-quilt-project/
https://www.embroiderynz.co.nz/about-us
http://www.nelsonembroiderersguild.co.nz/
mailto:catherinewhitwellmot@gmail.com

